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Io the READER © þ 
j Am verily perſwaded, that Sa- — 
f Lede is the greateſt Sin which 
England is guilty of. And if this 

my Opinion bent grounded upon a 
Miſtake, it muſt needs be conſeſs d, 
that nothing can be more ſeaſonable 
than a Diſcourſe concerning it upon 

a National Fait : And my Brethren 
| the Clergy are highly to blame, 
that they don't frequently uſe their 
Endeavours to deliver the Kingdom 
from this curſed Iniquity. Pray God 
that what 1 have faid may be fol- 
low'd with a good Succeſs, and a. 
waken thoſe who believe Sacriledge 
is a Sin to appear againſt it, cſpeci- 
ally thoſc that are by their Office 
oblig'd tot, leſt they ſhould be 
at laſt condemn d for being ſalſe to 
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| tho” every publick Aifliction dom t always 
hold an ae to that particular Siu which 
procur d it, yet chis we may ber ſuie uf that every 


publick Aff io which 2 Feople tutfers; is tlie -jult 


Deſeft of their National Crimes: |: And'therefors we 
muſt nerds acknowledge, that the late terrible: Tem- 
peſt, which this Kinguem, aud 1 n mknzCocher 
place. in Eiopey wereplagutt wichzwasbrou 

on the Worldrby: thoſe! * and 7 
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Abominations which the ſeveral Countries are 
ſtain'd with. Hence it follows, that every Nation 


pleaſure, is under an indiſpenſable Obligation to con- 


Foſh.7. 12, thing from amongfi em, in order to prevent the like, 
or a, more diſmal, Judgment. To this Purpoſe tis 
that our Sovereign the Queen has pioully appointed a 

National Faſt, and pradenriy enjoyn d her Subjects to 
repent of thoſe crying Sins that abound amonglt us; 

the worſt of which, it | am not much miſtaken, is that 

horrible Villany metion' dn the Text, We have cobled 


ings as bad as ever the Jews did; nay, in this Wicked- 
nels we have gone beyond em, upon which, {core it 
may truly be [aid of us as it was © them, Je are curſed 
with a Curſe, for 5c bus robbed God, even'the whole Na- 
tion hath robbed him. And if this ben't the very cauſe 
of Englands Calamity, (for I can't poſitively ſay tis) 
yet this I affirm, and am certain of, that this is a Sin 
which juſtly deſerves the Divine Diſpleaſure, and calls 


* . 1 - at , SELL — a N 
aloud for a publick Repentancgtſdmwe 


To conv ines youof Which, l hall take this follow- 
. 20 


ing Method: -: ond ud lei 10 4. 
1. I ſhall ſhew you hat it is to ròb God. 
;\21/27 ſhall endeavour to prova that Ergland has rob- 
ed God of his Tithes and Offerings in a mort abomi- 
nuble manner thaneuer the Jeu did... 
3. IJ ſholl demonſtrate in ſeveral reſpects the prodi- 
gious Wickedneſs of this Sin. From hence, 
27! 9 —— 3 Curſe, 
wirhount a publick Repentance, we requent-. 
be &ourg'd With Nationa Judg ments 
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which hath felt this Severe Token of the Divine Diſ. 
ſider of their Doings, and to put away the accurſed 


; God, We have robb'd him in his Tithcs and Offer- 
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115 What it is to rob God. By this Expreſſion. we 

are not to think thas che Sopreine Lord, the Infinite 
and Eternal Being, is liable to ſuffer. Wrong; no, tis 
altogether impoſſible for. wicked Men or apoſtate Spi- 
rits to injure Him ia His Eſſence, or diſpoſſeſs Him. of 
any thing. in a proper ſence ; but the meaning of the 
words is evidently this: Tithes and Offerings are ſa 
cred things, they are things which in a peculiar Pro- 
perty and Relation do belong to God, and therefore 
when they are alienated;or talen a 8 7 0 3 
and thoſe Perſons which He has reſerv dem ; 
looks upon't as — rime, and 200 wil pu- 
niſh the Men that are concern d in this Villany, not as 
Robbers of. their Neighbours, but Robbets of Hanſel 
And, in truth, tis very juſt chat it thould beſo, for” tis 
a plain caſe; that he is robb d to whom the Property, 
belongs, and the Tithes and Offerings doevidently be- 
long to God; for Tithes are His ancient Demaine, from See Sir Hang 
the Creation of the World He hath. reſervd them to Span, de 
Himſelf, as is ſufliclentiy demonſtrated from the Pra- 47 Belt, 

Aice of the Patriarchs, and the general Conſent of all p. 54, &c. 
Neations, together with the f pprobation and Com- | 
mand of Gd chimfel,and the 7 ah Reſolution of 
His Church Univerſal. Tithes are hal uot, the Lord, 
and the uſe of om He hath confer du NE | ant 
Servants, as 4 fit Reward for e nd: 
hath always been, ever ſines there. was 4 rie 
Earth, and nog eiſe canjuſtly, poſſeſs mn. up 
it can be provid that God hath, diſannuld cpa woe 
Grant, and beſtow'd-His' Inheritance. upon another 
Order of Men. And as, chis is the; Sage Tithes. fo *- 
likewiſe it may be id-concerning Offerings, theꝶ are 
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The Cauſe of God's Wrath. 
lawfully be imploy d, but for His Uſe, and the Mainte- 
Lev. 27. 28. nance of His Service. By Oeringt we are to under. 

: ſtand, every thing that is devoted to God, or given to 
his Miniſters for the maintenance of their Religion, 
whether it be Money, or Goods, or Land: Every de- 
voted thing is the Lord's, and it i not in the oer of 
him that gave it to fecal his Grant, much leis is it 
lawful for other Men to do it, unleſs they can prove 
that the things offer d to God were ſuch as the Donor 

had no power to beſtow, or that God himſelf tas re- 
linquifh'd his Right in the Gift : In either of the Ca. 
ſes it may juſtly be done, but otherwiſe 'tis grolF' Sacti- 
: lege, even robbing of God, to alienate his Offering to 
” Secular Uſes. And to prevent raſh Attempts upon 
Dedicated things, tis here worthy to be conſider d, 
that neither the Sinfulneſs of the Donor,' nor yet the 
Diefects and Blemiſhes which attend the Dedication, is 
Always fafficient to make an Offering void. An In- 
Nunib, 16. ſtance of this we have in Xorah and his Company, whoſe 
15, 37,38. Service was 1 Highty diſpleaſing to God, that he con- 
umd em in the Very Act, by a ſudden and miraculous 
Fire; and yet When all: was done, He gave this Com- 
mandment to Moſes, ſaying, Speat unto Eleazar, the 
Son of Aatori the Prieſt, that he tate up tbe Cenſers out 
of the" Burning, and ſcarter thou the Fire youder; for they 
are hallowed. The Cenſers of theſe Sinners againſt their 
Soals, Tet them matt of them broad plates for a cove- 
Meile Altar © for they offered them before the Lord, 
Nur Je, Mede Pherefore they ure hallowed. © Mark, (lays a great Di- 
lib, 1. p. 121. © vine) tho they were offer'd by ſinful Men, and in a 
1 ſinful manner and were not"to'be uſed ay more for 
© Cehlers, yer they truſt be applied to ſome other holy 
* Uk, becauſe they: wee” bevoms ſavred by having | 
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heen e 10 this I may alſo add, | 
That the Wickednels of thoſe, who occupy the. Place 


of God's ; Miniſters, i is no ſufficient Fxcule neither for 
people. to alienate: the, Tithes and. Offerings. of. 
Lord e for this was the very caſe. of the Jews in tho 
days of Eli, they neglected and abhorr'd the Practice 


of. ed 7 5 Shih, becauſe they knew 


Sh, tl he Prie! s ZHopbnia0d Phinehas would graſly pro- 


bee And, yet, tar all this, the Scri ipture ex: 
e in ſo doing the Peg 


ple trenſgre ſted. The ſame, thing, was acted over Tis the Opi- 
again in the days of Malachi; for the cprrupt High- _ 4 Le 
Prieſt Eliaſtibß ſpent the Revennes of the Chure hurch in a 3 ee 
very irregular. manner, upon Which hortid and. mani: pheſiedinrhe 
feſt Abule of Sacred thing the, People: 9 to pay daysof Nebe- 


both cheir Tithes and Offerings, for fear the 55 thauld he 


A em. Annot. 
cont ribute to the Sin of theprieſls, and the ion —— 5 H 


of God's Worſhip, (or at leaſt they ede oak nopjer 


„ ** 


for their Covetoulaeſs) and yet even for t 


5 9 5 dgem, and the Þr opher io the Teen them. 


Robbers 5 of 00's vil biz barge wasJult;open.the 
Feels n we of this) Nation. deſerve. it too. For, 

God of his Tithes and Offe- 
rings. in a more e than ever the 7. ems 
di..,; This eygrysbody muff own to he Frue, if it can 
but, be made an dente ge wer larions arg a5 


due to God nom from us, 28 lf Wele rem the Jews | 
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dent from thoſe expreſs Teſtimonies which the Scri- 
pture gives us, that they were dedicated and paid for 
a great many Ages before Moſes was born; for even 
Abraham himſelf paid Tithes to Melchiſeder, and his 
Grandſon Jacob dedicated the Tenth to God; and 'tis 
highly probable that the Original of this Practice was 
derivd from Adam, who had his Inſtructions imme- 
diately from God: For how elſe could it be that thoſe - 
Patriarchs learnt it? Tis unfeaſonable to ſay that they 
pitch'd upon this part by Chance, for Chance is ne- 


ver the Author of a conftant Practice. If Abraham. 


had a Fancy to make choice of a Tenth, tis twenty to 
one if Jacob had done fo too; but now, fince this, and 


no other part, is recorded to be given, and fince God. 


liked and approvedof the Gift, by bleſſing the Givers,. 


and did after wards confirm this Proportion in his 


written Law, tis more than probable that the firſt 


payment of Tithes was no Human Invention, and be- 


Tne Author 
of the Eſſay 
concerning 
tbe Divine 


Right of 


yond contradiction plain, that it is much more ancient 
than the Levitical Precepts, and therefore could not 
be an Inſtitution peculiar to the Fews. But, 
2dly, Tithes are due to God from every Nation, as 
we have all tmaginable reaſon to believe, becavſe the 
payment of them was generally, if not univerſally, 
practiced amongſt t he Gentiles: They did exactly ob- 
ſerve to pay both for quantity the Tenth, and for qua- 
lity the beſt of their Enereaſe, and therefore they muſt 
needs be taught this by a long: continued Practice, 
taken from a Divine Inſtruction at the firſt: © For 
« (faith a judicious Author) is it not an utter Impoſſi- 
* bility that ſo many millions of People ſhould all, 


hy meer accident, ſtumble upon the very fame Num- 
Tithes, P. 29. © ber 2. And that they ſhould think this Number to be ſo 


* ſacred, 
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< ſacred, as that none ought to offer a leſs Quantity, 

« without committing a great Sin? That none ſhould 
« know the beginning of this Cuſtom ? That no Hiſto- 

« ry ſhould mention it? Theſe are things ſo unaccoun- 
table, that it is not left in any Man's power, who will 
ſerwwully conſider of the matter, to believe that Tithes 
were a Human Invention, or that the Notion of it 
could haveſpread it ſelf as it did, ſo univerſally thro 
the World, it it had not deſcended from our firſt Pa- 
rent, and ſo flow'd\from the Fountain through the 
many divided Streams. For though there be ſome 
would have it, that the Practice of paying Tithes was 
nothing elfe but an Imitation of the Jews, yet this Opi- 
nion of theirs mult needs be a fancy; as is ſufficiently 
gemonſtrated by feveral Authors, from the univerſal 
practice of the World. The Fews (one of them right - Sir H. 7 
ly obſerves) were but a very contemptible People in 8 
the Ey es of the neighbouring Nations, and upon that of Tithe. 


account tis highly probable that they did not admire Dr. Cumber's 


. Vindication 


their Manners, but rather ſcorn'd and abhorr'd 'em. ods Danke 
At leaſt tis no ways likely, that they ſhould fo affect Rig of 
their Cuſtoms, as to learn ſuch an expenſive Worſhip Tithe: ; and 


of em as would coſt them the Yearly. Tenth of their he Author of 
The Snake in 


Poſſeſſions. Bar however, ſuppoſe for once that ſoiwe % 5.7 in 
of their next Neighbours had follow d their Example, his Eſſay of i 


and, amongſt other things, learnt to pay Tithes, yet Tirbe-. 
hat did this ſignifie to the remote parts of the Worldꝰ 
How came it about that the Nations at a prodigious 
diſtance ſhould do ſo too? And yet thus it Was both 

in Europe; Aſia, and Africa, People that had no know- 

jedge of the Fews were 3 with this Practice, 


v hich they could not poſſibly learn, either from Alra- 
ham or his Offspring. Hence it muſt be very _ 
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I be Cauſe of Gad's Hach. 
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nable to conclude, that the payment of Tithes is of a 
Divine Original, due to God in every Nation, and that 

the Knowledge of this matter was learnt from Adam. 

. 3d4ly, We have cauſe to believe, that now under the 
Goſpel God has not relinquiſh'd his Riglit ro this part 

of our Subſtance;-but that Tithes and Offerings are as 
due to Him from us, as ever they were from the Jews 

or any other Nation, in the Times of old; of which 

the Apoſtle St. Paul (1 Cor. 9. 13, 14.) thus ſpeaks to 
the Chriſtian Converts, Do ye not kzow' that they who 
miniſter about holy things live of. the things of the Tem- 
ple, and they which wait at the Altar are partakers with 

the Altar > Even ſo hath the Lord ordained," that they 

- who preach the Goſpel fhiuld live of the: Goſpel... The 
meaning of which words ſeems plainly to berthis, You 

| may eaſily underſtand what the Mind and Will of God 
is under the New: Teſtament, by conſideritig what his 
Pleaſure was under the Old, under which Diſpenſat ion 

you all know that the Levites were his Miniſters, and 
for their Maintenance He gave them His own peculiar 

©, Inheritance, even Tithes, and every thing elſe, v he- 
ther Goods, br Money, or Land; which any one offer d 
to God for the Furtherance of Religion. Even fo un- 
deex the New Teſtament Gad's Will is the fame; He 
©...» .., hath ordaig'dy that the Goſpel Miniſtry ſhould have 
dag honourable and a certain Maintenance, after the 
manner of the Levitical Lau. God hath ordain'd a 
Maintenance ſor the Miniſters of the Goſpel, even ſo as 

Ne did for the Jevitical Miniſtry ; He has not left his 
Evangelical. Prieſthood to live upon Peoples Benevo- 

lence, but He has beſtow d upon em His on Keve- 

q | nue, even Tuhes, and every thing that is dedicated or 
| oller d to Him, for the Maintenance of Religion: For 
1 | 274 elle - 
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of his Officers? Why, there was no need of an Order 


for this, for that they would certainly do without any 
Direction or Command at all: Therefore the mean- 
ing of the Apoſlle muſt needs be, That as God beſtow'd 
his Tithes enn Le vites, ſo He expects they ſhould 


be paid to the Miniſters of the Goſpel. And thus the 


Primitive Chriſtians underſtood St. Paul, as is plain by 


their Actions; for though they could not pay Tithes 


elle, what 8 it chat, dle Lord has, ondain'd2 Has fie 
ordain'd, that every one ſhould give what he pleaſe, 
and do what they thought good, towards the Support 


in a regular manner, becauſe the Laws of the Coun- 


tries conferr d them upon others, yet, as ſoon as they 
could, they paid them to the Miniſters of Chriſt, as a 


Part, and every where paid to thoſe tliat occupied the 


Place of his Miniſters, and hearing that Chriſt had 
ordain'd a Proviſion for his Miniſters now under the 


Goſpel, as the Prieſts had under the Law, they eaſily 


underſtood that he meant it of Tithes and Dedicated 


Things, And therefore, though a Tenth was the 
Sum fixt upon by God, yet ſuch was the Zeal of the 


Primitive Chriſtians, that in the days of the Apo- 


ſtles they gave all that they had; For as many 4 bad 
Frouſes or Lands freely, fold, them, and brought the grit 

of the things that were. ſold, and laid it down. at the 
Apoſtles feet. Ard this was no ſudden Heat of Oe- 
votion, Which was ſoon over, but, as the Records of 
thoſe Ages prove, it _ laſted for a great many Years, 
inſomuch that the Clergy were maintain d anſwera ble 
to their Character; the Tenth: Was then eſteem, but 
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concerning 
the Divine 


Right of 


the leaſt and the loweſt, Meaſure of. Chriſtiau Obla- Tirhesp.1 16. 
nenne, 


Dr. Camber 
juſt Reward for the Goſpel. They knew that the Tenth of Tithes. 
had in all Ages been conſtantly look d upon as God's 


(» 4 
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But here poſſibly twill ſtill be objected, That there 
is no expreſs Precept in all the New Teſtament for 
the payment of Tithes, and therefore it is only a Sup- _ 
poſition, that the Apoſtle St. Paul had a delign to 


make it a Chriſtian Duty, when he ſaid, They who wait 


at the Altar are partakers' with the Altar; even ſo 
Chriff hath ordained, that they who preach the Gaſpel 
fhould live of the Goſpel. V 
Io this I anſwer; Tis ſuch a Suppoſition as is ex- 
treamly reaſonable, and conſidering the Practice of 
the Church in the Firſt Ages of the Goſpel, it may 
juſtly be look d upon but little leſs than a poſitive 
Command ; but as for a Command in expreſs words, 


＋ own, that there's none in all the New Teſtament, 
for, in truth, there was no need of it, (any more than 


there was of a new Precept concerning the Sabbath) 
for God's Title to Tithes was ſufficiently ſettled be- 
fore, and generally receiv'd in all Nations of the 
World: And there was no Doubt to be made, ſince 
Chriſt had ordain'd a Maintenance for his Miniſters, 
ſuitable to that of the Levitical Prieſthood, but thac 
both the Fews and Gentiles, upon rheir Converſion to 
the Faith, certainly underſtood that Tithes were to 
continue ; And ſo they did, for tis beyond contra- 
diction, that the Church Univerſal have actually 
paid Tithes to the Miniſters of Chriſt on theſe general 

„„ / COTS 
Before I conclude this Particular, Il add one thing 
more from the New Teſtament, to prove, That the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel have as much Right to re- 
ceive Tithes as ever the Levitical Prieſts had: And 
"is this; That in the Seventh Chapter of Zebrews we 
„„ 
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& Th Cauſe Go 0507 Fra, © 1 
art plainly taught, that Chriſt himlel, by vertue ue of > 
his Prieſthood, is a Receiver of Tithes; and chat there 
was never any Type of him as prieſt, but he receiv'd 
Tithes, and that not upon any other account, but 
only by vertue of his Office: So that tis a plain caſe, See Dr. Rey 
that Tithes did originally belong to Chriſt, of — _ 0 Dit 
Melchiſedec was a Figure or Repreſentation; and the Pal. 1 = 
Perſonal Prieſthood of Chriſt being fix'd, unalterable p. 473. 
and eternal, it muſt needs follow, that the Rights be- 
longing to his Prieſthood are alſo perpetual; and 
foraſmuch as he has ordain'd an Order of Men to be 
his Ambaſſadours, and to ſtand in his Read to the 
Church, tis very probable that Tithes are due to em 
iu the Right of their Maſter. And of this Opinion 
were the Reverend Divines of the Weſtmin/ter Aſſem - 
bly, for in their Annotations on this place they thus H.. 7. 2; 
expreſs themſelves; © And ſeeing Our Lord remain- 
« eth for ever a Prieſt after the —— of Melchiſedec, 
* why ſhould not Tithes belong to him, and in him 
to thoſe who in his ſtead exhort us to bann I 
* unto his Father? a 
From what 1 have ſaid 1 hope it i 
that Tithes are as due to God, now under the Goſpel, 
as ever they were from the Fews in the Days of Ma- 
lachi; or at leaſt there are ſuch Reaſons to think ſo, 
that without a new Revelation tis altogether, im- 
poſſible to be ſure of the contrary. Upon which ac- 
count it muſt needs be confeſs'd, that the beſt and 
the ſafeſt Courſe is, to pay Tithes to God, leſt the 
doing otherwiſe ſhould at laſt be found what now it 
appears, even tlie Damnable Sin of Sactilege.. But 
yet if it was only a doubtful Caſe, this Would be 
ſome. mitigation of the Crime; but, alas, tis too plain 
to be queſtion” % Cy any one that believes the 
| e 
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| Goſpel) whether Exg/and has robbd God, or no; be- 

cauſe if it ſhould be true, That Tithes ben't due by 

a Divine Right, yet the Wickedneſs of this Kingdom 

is ſtill theſame; and it may be ſaid of Us altogether 

as truly as it was of the Fews, Te have robbed God. 
For, 5 | | 's | . 

46 bl, This we are infallibly ſure of, that under 

the Goſpel God did accept of ſuch things as were 

offer d or dedicated to Him for the Maintenance of 

His Miniſters, and after the Grant was made, God 

was the Proprietor and Owner of what was given; 

ſo that it was not in the power of Him that made 

the Donation to take it back again, or apply it to any 

other Uſe. An Inſtance of this we have in Azanias 

and Sapphira his Wife, Acts 5. And this is the Caſe 

of Tithes and Offerings here in Exglaud; if they are 

not due to God by a Divine Right, yet they are due 

to Him, becauſe they were given, granted, and dedi- 

cated to Him by thoſe that had a juſt Power to do 

See Dr. Cum- it; for they have been eftabliſh'd by all the Autho- 

— rity, both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, Which the Nation 

Vindication ef Could afford; alb the Right that the Donors were in- 

rhe Divine veſted with was made over to God, by the expreſs 

Right 4 Vows of Kings and Parliaments, together with all the 

Chas g © folemn Imprecations, and the moſt heavy Curſe that 

Sir Hen. $pe/- eould be imagin'd, upon themſelves and their Poſte- 

man'SEngliſh rity, it ever they ſhould retract or take back theſe 


| Counſels, Devoted Things; and theſe Vows and Grants have 


Tom I. allo been coofirm'd by Magna Charta, and all the reſt 
of our Laws both before and after it, even down to 
Henry the Eighth ; {o that upon this ſcore there can 

be no Diſpute, but that Tithes and Offerings here in 

Eng land are as due to God as ever they were in Iſrael, 
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for that which is granted to God mult needs be God's. 
Every Devoted Thing, whether it be Money or Goods, 
or Houſes, or Eſtates, it is the Lord's: And therefore 
St. Peter reaſoning with Auanius, thus argues the mat- 
ter, ſaying, Why bath Satan filled thy Heart to lie 1b 
the Holy Ghoſt, and to keep back part of the price of the 
Land 2 While it remained, was it not thine own? © 
And after it was ſold, was it not in thine own power 2 | 

Muy haft thus conceived this thing in thine Heart >. 

I bos haft not lyed unto men, but unto God. Ananias - 
might have choſe whether he would have offer d his 
Eſtate or no, but after he had given it to God, it 
was perfect Sacrilege ro keep any of it back. The 
fame may be ſaid of Tithes and Offerings here in 
England, if they were not originally due to God, if 

they are not due by a Divine Right, yet now we 
muſt pay em, for we are bound to do it, by the | 4 
ſacred Sanction of an Oath, and by the firmeſt Laws - 3 
that Man could invent; they are as due to God es 4 
ever Ananias could make the price of his Land, whicli 

every- body muſt own was as much God's Due as any 
thing could be. ns neg 2 ang, 

Thus, I hope, I have made it fully, and plainly, 

and certainly appear, that Tithes and Offerings do as 

- juſtly; belong to God, and are altogether as much 
due from the People of England as ever they were 
from the Jemiſß Nation; which if they are, then it 
can't be denied, but that England has robb'd God 
io a worſe and a more abominable manner than ever 
the Jews did; for, though the Jews were: guilty of 
Sacrilege, yet they never made a Law to juſtifie their 
Wickedneſs; but here in this Nation, to the One! 4 

ty , E. GE 9 
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of Chriſtianity, Ged is robbed of kis Tithes and 
Offerings by an Act of Parliament, and the Miniſters 
There are in of the Bleſſed 3 EST S, in ſeveral thouſand Pariſhes, 
England are depriv'd of their Maintenance by that unrighte- 
3245 Pariſh ous Decree, whilſt thoſe who have nothing to do 

ole The With Sacred Things are put in the. poſſeſſion of the 


whoſe Tithes 
are taken Lord's Inheritance. Horrible Wickednefs ! a Wic- 


from em. kedneſs ſo great, that tis next to impoſſible to be 
| 8 Brit. guilt payer 2 worſe, for we have Robbed the Everlaſt- 
gh we have Robbed him in a more abomina- 

5 | ble and prodigiovs manner than ever the Fes did; 
we have done that which the very Heathens rhem- 
ſelves would bluſh and be aſham'd to do And that 


you may the better be ſenſible of thegreat Bru which: _ 


the Nation has done, I proceed, 

3. To demonſtrate in ſevefal reſpects the prod. 
ous Wickednels of this Sin. 

1. It is a depriving God of his Honour: for if the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel are Ambaſſadours for Chriſt, 
as St. Paul expreſſy tells us they are, whoſe Office it 

is to treat of Peace, and to ſollicit a fair Correſpon- 
dence between Heaven and Earth, is it not then an 
Affront to the Deity, if theſe His Officers are abus'd, 
and lighted, and depriv'd of à Convenient Sub- 


fiſtance 2 And are there not ſome Thouſands of 


them thus treated in England, by reaſon of theſe cur- 
ſed Impropriations? Don't we all know, that by be- 
ing thruſt out oſ the Lord's Inheritance, they are 
by no means provided for, as Perſons that are the 
principal Miniſters of the Kingdom of God? | Is it 
not too plain to be denied, that inſtead of keeping 


— as God expects they ſhould, _ are 
m- 


9 


bs "VERS, Wes " + ! „ N 2 l a we, «©. & > . r A * * 4 
N * 3 2 W COMO INT Lk 1 s FRY 3 * g ; 
- 


— ü ei ret ed eb | 
The. Cauſe of God's Wrath. 

themſelves ſorc d to live upon Benevolence? The 

Apoſtle St. Paul tells us, That the Presbyters that rule 1 Tim. 5.17. 

well ſhould be counted worthy of double Honour, eſpe- 

cially thoſe who labour in the Word and Doftrae. 

And is it not 1cally and truly an Affront to the 

Divine Majeſty, that inſtead ot ſuch an: Honourable 

Maintenance, they ſhould be put off with a Poor and There are a- 

aad-a Beggarly Stipend, while that handfom 'Provi: nfo 

fon in Tithe and;Lands, which the Piet of former England, in 

Ages dedicated to God for em, is altogether taken a- which the | 

way, and beſtow'd upon ſuch as have no Right to nent. 

touch it. Is not this a very bold Attempt? ls at not a ccd nt 

very daring. Sin, thus to impoveriſh the Miniſters of 25 J. per ann. 

Chriſt 2, Don't this Robbing of Cad look like a Defiance and many of 


1 — 


| . * . 4 . — k them are not - 
of Him, and as if it was deſignid for a Challenge, to Mere = | 
awaken; His Vengeance, and try whether. or no of Whichcel-⸗ 
His Omnipotent Arm can do Right to His Ho- ham is one. 
2. This kind of Sacrilege, the robbing God of His | 


Tiches and Offerings, is alſo a prodigious Wickedneſs, 
becauſe tis a very great hindrance to the Worſhip of 
_ Chriſt, and tends more to the Deſtruction of it than 
the murdering of his Miniſters; for when Men are | 
taken away, there is yet Hope that others will be rais'd 4 
 up:intheir'/Places ; but if the means of their Mainte- 4 
nanee be remov d, then of conſequence there will cer- 
tainly follow even a Decay of. the Profeſſion it ſelf: 


And this, we ſee, it does in a great many places, for 
One Miniſter has the. care of PWwo or Three Pariſhes, 
becauſe neither of em ſingly can afford him a Mainte- 
nance; which makes Pluralities abſolutely neceſſary, 
' (that in other Caſes is a great Shame and a Scandal 

| to 
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21 eateth not the 
Nici, and.eateth not of 


written in the Law 


Ie Cauſe of God Wrath. 
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to Religion) and is commonly the Cauſe of Ignorance 


3. This robbing of God is a very great Wickedneſs 
alfo, becauſe tis a baſe and a ſcandalous cheating the 
Labourer of his Hire; for Tithes and Offerings in eve- 
ry Pariſh was deſign d as a Recompence to him that 


| hath the Care of Souls, and if this Recompence ben't 


paid him, he is evidently cheated of his Right, for God 


(to whom they were dedicated) allows em to no 
body elſe. He that does the Work deſerves the Re- 


ward; therefore ſaith the Apoſtle, Who goeth a war fare 
any time at his own charges * Who planteth a vine yar d, 
fruit thereof? Or, who feedeth a 
the milk of the flock> For it is 
of Moſes, Thou fhalt not muzzle the 


 anouth of the Ox that treadeth out the Cru: Doth God 


take care for Oxen? Or ſaith he it altogether for our 
ſakFz > for our ſakes, doubtleſs, this is written : that he 


that ploweth ſhould plow in hope; and that he who threſh- 
eth in hope, ſhould partake of bis hope. Hence tis fully 
evident, that it is the Will of God, that he who 
preacheth the Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel Reward, 
from that People ro whom he preacheth. And there- 


Fore tis great lnjuſtice, tis horrid Oppreſſion, that in- 
ſtead of God's Wages, His Miniſter ſnould be put off 


with any thing leis. And yet, baſe as it is, thus God's 
Amba ſſadours are ſerv d in every Vicaridge; the In - 
Propriators, by colour of an Unjuſt Law, cheats and de- 


frauds em of the greateſt Share. 
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4. This kind of Sacriledge is alſo; a prodigious = 
Wickedneſs, becauſe it _— — Teadent to ; 
- hinder, God's Miniſters from the faithful Diſcharge of 
their Duty: For they are oblig'd by their Office to 
1 in God's Name, and to do it with an uncon- Tin. 4. 17. 

nd Liberty of Speech; they muſt ſpeak all out, and 4#- 20. 27. 


not ſhun to declare the whole Counſel of God; they ow og 55 


muſt exhort and rebuke with all Authority, and dare p;. 1. 14. 
undauntedly, in a commanding Strain, to utter the 

Word of Truth ; they muſt deal impartially with all 
Men, and flatter no body; they mult not reſpe& the 
Perſon of the Rich, nor be afraid to reprove the Sins 
of the Mighty. And how can they have this neceſ- 

ſary Courage, when they are reduc'd to Poverty, and 
their Minds depreſy'd with Griefs and Cares? What 

ſhould ſupport cm to act anſwerable to their Cha 
racter (unleſs God would give em the Powet of -Mi- 
racles again) when they are totally depriv'd A all 
worldly Aſſiſtance? Or with what Face ſhall a pi- 1 
tiful a Under ling encounter the ſolemn Looks of an Dr. Barros 
oppreſſing Grandee? Or with what! Hopes of Suc- Works, Vol, 
ceſs, in his forlorn Habit, ſhall he venture ta check I. Pag. 173. 

the vicious Extravagancies of a,ruffling Gallant: Is it 

likely that he ſhould dare to contradict the Opinion, 
ar to diſallow the Practice, of a wealthy or powerful 
Ne hbour, upon whoſe Benevolence he is forc'd to 

ſu Ats No, it is twenty to one if his Poverty don't 

tempt him to betray his Truſt, and compel him to 
9 like a Miniſter of Darkneſs, than God's Am- 

| ly, This robbing of God is a horrible Wicked- . k 
dal te it not only endangers the Souls of his 
Miniſters, by tempting of em . 
1 | | | * 
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Duty, bat tis alſo 3 perniciou to 1 Souls 
of their Hearers: For though it be poſſible to find 
ſome who (by the Grace of God) are true to their 
Truſt, norwithſtanding their Poverty, yet it is very 
improbable, that their faithful Advice ſhould be 
much regarded: But rather their moderate Conf. 
dence will be call'd 1 m_ be ft _ Jain and 
Sincerity of $ will be an unmar- 
2 —— 200 tis much to be fear'd, that 
* will do more Prejudice do Religion, by the Mean- 

s of their Garb, than they can do to advance it 
by the Force of their Arguments: For Men don't te- 
gard the Words of ſuch whoſe Perſons they deſpiſe; 

| and *risalways the Lot of the Poor to be diſeſteem'd, 

A let their Parts or their Office be what it will. $0 tha 

| Dr. Barron, if a Preacher's Condition bent ds well as his Pu 

| vol.. p. 174:ſomewhat elivated above the loweſt Station, m 7 

his Endeavours will be Labour in vain; his faint 

| Breath will raiſe but little Devotion in Mens be- 

nmumm''d Hearts, his moſt pathetioal Exhortations 

„ „ill, likes himſelf, be generally fi hred; and Vice 

and Prophaneneſs will thrive in his riſh; let him do 

what he can to the contrary, ty t the everlaſting De- 
ſtruction of many of his Flock. 

1 Theſe and ſeveral other Evils are the fatal Effects 
of robbing God, and impoverifhing o of his Mipiſters : : 
And tkere fore, 8 

40, It muſt needs be that this Nation is under a 
Curſe, nay the very Sin it ſelf is in ſome fort a Na- 
tional Puniſhment ; for it Chef, to the ruine 

of Souls. And if this be made light of, beoabſ ir is 
not to be felt till aſter we art "God Ns 41ſo gi 


ven us 2 taſte of his Velen Diſpaſins ; „He a 
mul - 
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maſtipiy d the Poor to a prodigious: | 
Million 'a Year is too little for their Mainta inance: 


Sins of Particular Perſons may be puniſh'd either in 
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And this is an evident Effect of Sacriledge; for they 
were always maintain'd with the Revenues of the 
Church, without any Charge to the Nation; till the . 
Clergy were impoveriſhed; and thoſe who had got - There was no 
ten their Eſtates ſhak'd off the Poor, upon which an Pariſh Rates 
Act of Parliament was ptocur d to lay 'em on the o. f Ne. 
Pariſh: And if the Tithes were reſtor'd to Got a- lief of the 
gain, this Grievance would for be / remov'd: hut Poor, bur 
otherwiſe tis like to de a growing Evil, and God in frce the 436 
judgment will increaſe the Poor till they have eat vp 9 RE 
the Rich. And as this is a certain Conſequence of 
robbing God, ſo 'tis very probable, that all other 
Judgments which have befel the Nation, were the 

juſt Recotripence of the fanfe Sin," And why fhould 

we think otherwiſe, ſeeing none of the Abominations 
which abound amongꝑſt us, can ſ properly be call*d 
National, as the robbing of God) and ſutely theth 5s 
none that more juſtly deſerves his Curſe; ſor Tis ie 
gteateſt Affront that we can put upon the Deity: 

And therefore though it be not in our Power: to re. 
form this Wickedneſs, yet: doubtleſs tis our Duty to 
Pray for à Reformation: For certainly, fo long ãs it 
remains à National Sin, we ſhall frequenely he plagu'd 
with National Puniſhments, and *tis altogethet' im- 
poſſible that it ſhould be otherwiſe, becauſe God, 
who is perfectly holy, is oblig'd, by the Rules of his 
eternal Juſtice, ro punith Nations, as well as parti- 


cular Perſons, according to their Doings : Only this 


difference therg is in his Froceedipgs between the Pu- 
niſhment of Private Men and Publick Societies, the 
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this Life or in the next, as God ſees good; but a Na 

tional Wickedneſs muſt be accounted for in this pre- 

ſent World, this being the only State in which a Na- 

tion, as ſuch, can poſſibly be puniſh'd. Which Truth, 
if it be rightly conſider'd, we have no reaſon; to 
expect any thing but Wars and Troubles and; Taxes, 

| and a perpetual Increaſe of Poverty and a frequent 

; Return of Publick Calamities, till Exg/axd is made 

| _ ſenſible. of the Evil of Sacriledge, and reſtores 

| unto. God the Maintainance of his Miniſters; for till 

| that be done we are as much. under his Curſe as ever 

| the Jews were. At oon $143 5 i % enen 

| "Tis therefore not only the Duty, but really the In- 

| | _ tereſt of the Nation to render unto God the 4.4 

| ble 
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that are Gods, and to put away: from us this Horri 
Wickedneſs for which we are curſed, that fo the 
fierce Anger of the Lord may be remow' d, and his 
Bleſſing beſtow'd upon us and continued down to the 
Ages to come. Which that every one may endea- 
vour to bring abaut, according to the various Con- 
| dition and: different. Circumſtances in which they are 
plac'd,. from our Soveraign the Queen, that ſittetli 
upon the Throne, to the meaneſt Free- holder in Exg- 


| land, God of his infinite Goodneſs and Mercy grant, 
| for the Sake and Merits of his Son our Saviour Jeſus 

| Chriſt, RY 1 nth 3 | Ir Go dt GUW 
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